Padma Shri

SHRI LAMA LOBZANG (POSTHUMOUS)

Reverend Lama Lobzang was a profoundly inspiring Buddhist monk and a man of remarkable
character. His dedication to community welfare is a source of gratitude and appreciation for the Ladakhi
people. For nearly sixty years, he embodied the teachings of Buddhism, spreading compassion and offering
specialized medical care to the people of Ladakh.

2. Born on 1% January, 1931 into the Kau family in Sheynem village, Leh, Lama felt a profound
spiritual calling from an early age. He embraced monkhood, embarking on his spiritual journey in the
Sankar Gompa, mentored by Revered Lama Lobzang Tsonduz within the Gelugpa Buddhist Order. From
1951 to 1962, he completed his education at Sarnath and was ordained a monk after a significant journey to
Tibet. Recognizing the importance of modern education, he played a crucial role in enabling many children
from Ladakh to seek learning opportunities, first at Sarnath and later at the Ladakh Institute of Higher
Studies, Delhi, and later renamed Vishesh Kendriya Vidyalaya. In 1961-62, he was appointed the private
secretary to Reverend Kushok Bakula Rinpoche. They secured permission from the government to establish
Ladakh Bodh Vihar, a distinctive colony aimed at helping the people of Ladakh. This Vihar, a centre for
education and medical care, was a significant milestone in Reverend Lama Lobzang's career. Appointed as
Secretary-in-charge, Lama Lobzang devoted nearly two decades to serving the Ladakhi people who came
there for education and medical care.

3. From 1980 to 1983, Shri Lama Lobzang was a member of the Minorities Panel for Schedule Castes,
Schedule Tribes, and Other Weaker Sections. Later, he served as a non-statutory member of the National
Commission for Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes from 1984 to 1992, followed by constitutional
membership from 1995 to 2001. He was also a member of the National Commission for Schedule Tribes,
Government of India, from 2004 to 2007. As a supporter, founder, and Secretary General of the
International Buddhist Confederation, he was pivotal in realigning Buddhist organizations globally and
participating in significant revitalization efforts. His influence extended far beyond Ladakh, profoundly
impacting the global Buddhist community.

4. In the 1980s, as President of Ashoka Mission, Shri Lama Lobzang committed himself to establishing
a Medicare facility. The mission offered patients and caregivers accommodations for short and long
durations with treatment at AIIMS and Safdar Jung Hospitals. His vision connected the remote region of
Ladakh with Delhi, creating a collaborative model of medical care accessible to all areas of Ladakh. In the
2024 medical camp organized by Ashoka Mission, 5500 patients were examined by a team of
superspecialist doctors. To the people of Ladakh, he was affectionately known as 'Mey lay.' Under his
stewardship, the Ashoka Mission in Delhi has become a medical missionary work hub.

S. Shri Lama Lobzang has been honoured with many awards such as the Atisha Dipankar Peace Gold
Award in 2019 (Bangladesh) and an honorary doctorate from Vietnam's Buddhist University in 2013,
awarded an outstanding leadership role (2014) by two organizations: Vietnam's Buddhism Today &
Thailand's World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth and the National Office of Buddhism, Lifetime Achievement
Award in 2015 by the All Ladakh Gompa Association, An award for his contribution to Buddhism by the
Acting Supreme Patriarch of the Supreme Sangha Council Thailand in 2016, the Lifetime Achievement
Award from LAHDC, UT Ladakh and the Medal of Honour from the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
(Mongolia) in 2024, presented by the Honourable Vice-President of India.
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6. Shri Lama Lobzang passed away on 16" March, 2024.
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s AT ST (AROTIORTA)

Sgd AT G Yo Al IRVITEIID dleg [We] 3R ARV IR & b o | AREIRIS Beror & vfd
FHUY] & o™y TTERd & AN 31dh Ul Heisl & AR ITD] TH DR © | AT A3 Ul b, I8/ dleg gH DI
TRIETISIT T STUTAT, HHUM BT YAR (AT 3R TERI & AR b (AT ferfdhear Har ugers |

2 1 SR, 1931 BT I8 & UIH d H BIS URAR H ST, AT -1 9207 | & Teb JATeATCHD U0 HEGH D |
I% f¥e] 9 1Y 3R AT dig &9 b cld Sgd A MGG AIgSl $ ARG H TR M1 H YT TeATfcAd
AT P DT | 1951 F 1962 TP I7a1 ARART H (011 Refr G @7 iR Fead 31 Agdqul 31 & 91 I¢ 19g I
QT | YT R1eT & He@ BT GHK 8Y, S8/ TERd & s dedl Bl, U8el AR ¥ 3R 9718 H§ TERg Sod eI
AT, faeell 3, foreT 7 gectar are ¥ fauy sy ey o faar w31, g & @R U H |erd g+ 4
Hedqut T TS | 1961—62 3 S S6d HIS daqal Rure &1 ol @fa g fear a1 | S dee &
G BT #E& B & Ieed W U [ARTE BiclHT Terg a1y fI8R @Ifid &R & folg WRSR I Al #idfl | e
3R FafercdT a1 & &g @ ©U H I8 fIER, SI€d A Ao & HRIX BT UH Aequl A1 o | F9R) |9fad & w9 |
ST ST = Rl iR fifeen & forq agl a1 arel JTerdl ST &l JdT H o &1 32 AU o fav |

3. 1980 ¥ 1983 Tah, &1 T AT ST SICT, AT SIS SR 3= FHAAR I1 & olY JTeTHEIH
U9el & e o | 918 H, I8 1984 | 1992 Teb TSI AL ST AR S SIS AT & IR—if e
e B WU H D1 {61, {97 a8 1995 I 2001 Teb g8 HAHT+1h HE T2 | 2004 3 2007 Th G8 HRA ADR &
M ST SIS SN & AR 41 W2 | TR dig URAT & FqAf®, [eIUas IR Ag4d & w0 H,
f4:g TR IR dig HTo1 BT R A ST B 3R AedYT JAogR WA H ARIERI H S9! Agedqul e o |
SHT YHT TERT 3 PHel AT T bell 53Tl T, [T IFaeh dig T BT 3 fad wd |- JHTad o |

4. 1980 & TP H, 372NNP AN & fedeT & WU H, 21 AT AT 1 Teb Ferfdrear HaT Gfderm I &R & forg
Qe BT AT PR f&am | I8 e AR 3R 9 uRaRe! Bl TR 3R AHaxSiT SRYAT § SUAR & ATI—ATT
BICT 3R ofdl 37afd & oy Y& &l Jaar Iucrey PRI o7 | I (96 - TR & YR &3 Pl fdeetl I Sirsd gy
ffepear HaT T g FedRTYul Hisd AR (Ha1 S JERg & |41 &3] & [Ty goro AT | 3T (A gRT o
2024 & fafdrear RifR &, gureerfere Sfaesi @1 Ud < 71 5500 AR & 19 &Y | IE’g & T S& IR 9 ' 4
S @ T S O | S Aqed H, eeh # e e e fafdear fe s e o a T g |

5. ) AT AT DI s JREPR (A g © 01 2019 3 YA STUTBR ifcT TIoT YREPR (F17eATa ) AR 2013 H
g™ & dig fa=afderery 3 AIe Saeve 31 T, 2014 H &I FISH! : f[IITTM & fgod TS 3R AT5els & ace
HAIRIY 3HTh JGIE JIT US T A AThA 3i1h JGoH, §RT ISP 7Igcd B YT & T8, 2015 H 3iTel &I T
THIRIURM RT AIRWElsH A JREBR, 2016 H GHIA G8 SHRRTA, ARcie & HrIaEd T @ §RT dlg &q 4
ST ANTEM & folt JRGR, TaUTas|l, &I derd gRT AIgHhelsH Aaie JRRGR 3R 2024 H YRA & A
SURTCUfT §RT W& fbar 7 U dig Snifa T e (Hfer) &l Hsof 3ifth iR |

6. ST SITHT TSI BT 16 T 2024 BT g4 81 14T |




