
SHRI LAMA LOBZANG (POSTHUMOUS)

 Reverend Lama Lobzang was a profoundly inspiring Buddhist monk and a man of remarkable 
character. His dedication to community welfare is a source of gratitude and appreciation for the Ladakhi 
people. For nearly sixty years, he embodied the teachings of Buddhism, spreading compassion and offering 
specialized medical care to the people of Ladakh. 

2. Born on 1  January, 1931 into the Kau family in Sheynem village, Leh, Lama felt a profound st

spiritual calling from an early age. He embraced monkhood, embarking on his spiritual journey in the 
Sankar Gompa, mentored by Revered Lama Lobzang Tsonduz within the Gelugpa Buddhist Order. From 
1951 to 1962, he completed his education at Sarnath and was ordained a monk after a significant journey to 
Tibet. Recognizing the importance of modern education, he played a crucial role in enabling many children 
from Ladakh to seek learning opportunities, first at Sarnath and later at the Ladakh Institute of Higher 
Studies, Delhi, and later renamed Vishesh Kendriya Vidyalaya. In 1961-62, he was appointed the private 
secretary to Reverend Kushok Bakula Rinpoche. They secured permission from the government to establish 
Ladakh Bodh Vihar, a distinctive colony aimed at helping the people of Ladakh. This Vihar, a centre for 
education and medical care, was a significant milestone in Reverend Lama Lobzang's career. Appointed as 
Secretary-in-charge, Lama Lobzang devoted nearly two decades to serving the Ladakhi people who came 
there for education and medical care.

3. From 1980 to 1983, Shri Lama Lobzang was a member of the Minorities Panel for Schedule Castes, 
Schedule Tribes, and Other Weaker Sections. Later, he served as a non-statutory member of the National 
Commission for Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes from 1984 to 1992, followed by constitutional 
membership from 1995 to 2001. He was also a member of the National Commission for Schedule Tribes, 
Government of India, from 2004 to 2007. As a supporter, founder, and Secretary General of the 
International Buddhist Confederation, he was pivotal in realigning Buddhist organizations globally and 
participating in significant revitalization efforts. His influence extended far beyond Ladakh, profoundly 
impacting the global Buddhist community.

4. In the 1980s, as President of Ashoka Mission, Shri Lama Lobzang committed himself to establishing 
a Medicare facility. The mission offered patients and caregivers accommodations for short and long 
durations with treatment at AIIMS and Safdar Jung Hospitals. His vision connected the remote region of 
Ladakh with Delhi, creating a collaborative model of medical care accessible to all areas of Ladakh. In the 
2024 medical camp organized by Ashoka Mission, 5500 patients were examined by a team of 
superspecialist doctors. To the people of Ladakh, he was affectionately known as 'Mey lay.' Under his 
stewardship, the Ashoka Mission in Delhi has become a medical missionary work hub.

5. Shri Lama Lobzang has been honoured with many awards such as the Atisha Dipankar Peace Gold 
Award in 2019 (Bangladesh) and an honorary doctorate from Vietnam's Buddhist University in 2013,  
awarded an outstanding leadership role (2014) by two organizations: Vietnam's Buddhism Today & 
Thailand's World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth and the National Office of Buddhism, Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2015 by the All Ladakh Gompa Association, An award for his contribution to Buddhism by the 
Acting Supreme Patriarch of the Supreme Sangha Council Thailand in 2016, the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from LAHDC, UT Ladakh and the Medal of Honour from the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace 
(Mongolia) in 2024, presented by the Honourable Vice-President of India. 

6. Shri Lama Lobzang passed away on 16  March, 2024.th

Padma Shri



 J)s; ykek yksctax ,d vR;ar çsj.kknk;d ckS) fHk{kq vkSj vlkèkkj.k pfj= ds O;fä FksA lkeqnkf;d dY;k.k ds çfr 
leiZ.k ds QyLo:i yík[k ds yksx vusd çfr —rK gSa vkSj mudh ç'kalk djrs gSaA yxHkx lkB o"kks± rd] mUgksaus ckS) èkeZ dh 
f'k{kkvksa dks viuk;k] d#.kk dk çlkj fd;k vkSj yík[k ds yksxksa rd fo'ks"k fpfdRlk lsok igqapkÃA

2 ]- 1 tuojh] 1931 dks ysg ds 'ks;use xkao esa dkÅ ifjokj esa tUes  ykek us cpiu ls gh ,d vkè;kfRed çsj.kk eglwl dhA 
og fHk{kq cu x, vkSj xsyqXik ckS) èkeZ ds varxZr J)s; ykek yksctax RlksaMqt ds ekxZn'kZu esa 'kadj xksEik esa viuh vkè;kfRed 
;k=k 'kq: dhA 1951 ls 1962 rd mUgksaus lkjukFk esa viuh f'k{kk iwjh dh vkSj frCcr dh egRoiw.kZ ;k=k ds ckn mUgsa fHk{kq in 
feykA vkèkqfud f'k{kk ds egRo dks le>rs gq,] mUgksaus yík[k ds dÃ cPpksa dks] igys lkjukFk esa vkSj ckn esa yík[k mPp vè;;u 
laLFkku] fnYyh esa] ftldk uke cnydj ckn esa fo'ks"k dsUæh; fo|ky; dj fn;k x;k] lh[kus ds volj ikus esa l{ke cukus esa 
egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃA 1961&62 esa mUgsa J)s; dq'kd cdqyk fjuiksNs dk futh lfpo fu;qä fd;k x;kA mUgksaus yík[k ds 
yksxksa dh enn djus ds mís'; ls ,d fof'k"V d‚yksuh yík[k cksèk fogkj LFkkfir djus ds fy, ljdkj ls vuqefr ekaxhA f'k{kk 
vkSj fpfdRlk lsok ds dsaæ ds :i esa ;g fogkj] J)s; ykek yksctax ds dfj;j dk ,d egRoiw.kZ eksM+ FkkA çHkkjh lfpo ds :i esa 
ykek yksctax us f'k{kk vkSj fpfdRlk ds fy, ogka vkus okys yík[kh yksxksa dh lsok esa yxHkx nks n'kd leÆir dj fn,A

3- 1980 ls 1983 rd] Jh ykek yksctax vuqlwfpr tkfr] vuqlwfpr tutkfr vkSj vU; det+ksj oxks± ds fy, vYila[;d 
iSuy ds lnL; FksA ckn esa] mUgksaus 1984 ls 1992 rd jk"Vªh; vuqlwfpr tkfr vkSj vuqlwfpr tutkfr vk;ksx ds xSj&lkafofèkd 
lnL; ds :i esa dk;Z fd;k] ftlds ckn 1995 ls 2001 rd og laoSèkkfud lnL; jgsA 2004 ls 2007 rd og Hkkjr ljdkj ds 
jk"Vªh; vuqlwfpr tutkfr vk;ksx ds lnL; Hkh jgsA varjjk"Vªh; ckS) ifjla?k ds leFkZd] laLFkkid vkSj egklfpo ds :i esa] 
foÜo Lrj ij ckS) laxBuksa dks fQj ls laxfBr djus vkSj egRoiw.kZ iqu#)kj ç;klksa esa Hkkxhnkjh esa mudh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk FkhA 
mudk çHkko yík[k ls dgÈ vkxs rd QSyk gqvk Fkk] ftlus oSfÜod ckS) leqnk; dks vR;fèkd :i ls  çHkkfor fd;kA

4- 1980 ds n'kd esa] v'kksd fe'ku ds vè;{k ds :i esa] Jh ykek yksctax us ,d fpfdRlk lsok lqfoèkk LFkkfir djus ds fy, 
[kqn dks leÆir dj fn;kA ;g fe'ku jksfx;ksa vkSj muds ifjpkjdksa dks ,El vkSj lQ+njtax vLirkyksa esa mipkj ds lkFk&lkFk 
NksVh vkSj yach vofèk ds fy, jgus dh lqfoèkk miyCèk djkrk FkkA muds fotu us yík[k ds lqnwj {ks= dks fnYyh ls tksM+rs gq, 
fpfdRlk lsok dk ,d lg;ksxiw.kZ e‚My rS;kj fd;k tks yík[k ds lHkh {ks=ksa ds fy, lqyHk FkkA v'kksd fe'ku }kjk vk;ksftr 
2024 ds fpfdRlk f'kfoj esa] lqijLis'kfyLV M‚DVjksa dh ,d Vhe us 5500 jksfx;ksa dh tkap dhA yík[k ds yksx mUgsa I;kj ls * es 
yk;* ds uke ls tkurs FksA muds usr`Ro esa] fnYyh esa v'kksd fe'ku ,d fpfdRlk fe'kujh dk;Z dsaæ cu x;k gSA

5- Jh ykek yksctax dks dÃ iqjLdkj fey pqds gSa tSls 2019 esa vrh'kk nhikadj 'kkafr Lo.kZ iqjLdkj ¼ckaXykns'k½ vkSj 2013 esa 
fo;ruke ds ckS) foÜofo|ky; ls ekun M‚DVjsV dh mikfèk] 2014 esa nks laxBuksa % fo;ruke ds cqf)Te VqMs vkSj FkkÃySaM ds oYZM 
Qsyksf'ki v‚Q cqf)LV ;wFk ,aM n us'kuy v‚Ql v‚Q cqf)Te] }kjk mR—"V usr`Ro dh Hkwfedk nh xÃ] 2015 esa v‚y yík[k xksEik 
,lksfl,'ku }kjk ykbQVkbe vphoesaV iqjLdkj] 2016 esa lqçhe la?k dkmafly] FkkÃySaM ds dk;Zokgd çeq[k }kjk ckS) èkeZ esa 
muds ;ksxnku ds fy, iqjLdkj] ,y,,pMhlh] ;wVh yík[k }kjk ykbQVkbe vphoesaV iqjLdkj vkSj 2024 esa Hkkjr ds ekuuh; 
mijk"Vªifr }kjk çnku fd;k x;k ,f'k;kÃ ckS) 'kkafr lEesyu ¼eaxksfy;k½ dk esMy v‚Q v‚ujA

6- Jh ykek yksctax dk 16 ekpZ 2024 dks fuèku gks x;k A  
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